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Marco D’Intino was tired of the employment 
rollercoaster ride he was on as a machinist for     
20 years. Although work wasn’t hard to find for 
someone with his experience, he faced being laid   
off every five years or so when he worked for 
companies involved in the mining industry.   

He knew he had to make a career change to     
have more stability; but stepping out of his     
comfort zone to go back to school came with 
some trepidation.  

“It was a tough decision because you’re pretty 
much putting your family in a financial situation,” 
recalls Marco. But once he spoke to faculty in the 
Power Engineering Technology program at Geor-
gian College, and realized he could combine his 

machining experience with formal education to 
boost his career, he jumped at the opportunity. 

There was only one initial issue. Marco needed    
to upgrade his math skills and, quite frankly, he 
was never a big fan of the subject. He looked to 
Academic Upgrading (now called Academic and 
Career Preparation) at Georgian’s Owen Sound 
campus for help.  

“It opened the doors for me. Wide open. First    
of all, it gave me confidence because, throughout 
high school, I really sucked at math,” he says with 
a chuckle. “The teacher was able to lay it out so   
I understood it and I had no more issues. Let me 
tell you, when you’re doing power engineering, 
you’re doing above and beyond mathematics.  

From college student to college staffer                                      

“If I didn’t do the upgrading, I wouldn’t be here right now.”  

COLLEGEMATTERS  |  FALL 2018  |  PAGE 7 



”  

You are more into the sciences.” 

Marco is the first person in his family to attend 
college and, while he didn’t enjoy school when he 
was younger, he thrived in his math upgrading 
class and went on to graduate with honours from 
the Power Engineering program. He is now TSSA 
(Technical Standards and Safety Authority) certi-
fied as a Power Engineer.  

“Without the help of academic upgrading staff 
and instructors, I would not be where I am today. 
They not only offered me a hand up, which      
allowed me to go to college, but also provided me 
with the positive support I needed to succeed.” 

Marco didn’t just become fully invested in his   
new career; he got involved at school, too. In his 
first year of the two-year program, he became an 
Ambassador of the program, taking potential   
students on tours of the Owen Sound campus 
and becoming a mentor to many. Marco was also 

voted by his peers to represent Power Engineer-
ing students at the Dean’s Council meetings and 
was voted in as president of the Georgian College 
Power Engineering Club.  

In his final year, he became a part-time Academic 
Technologist within the Power Engineering    
Technology program and, after graduating in   
August 2018, he was offered a position as a part-
time instructor in the program.  

Looking back, he knows taking math through   
Academic and Career Preparation was the best 
thing he could have done for himself and his   
family.  

“It just helps. There’s no limit to where you can 
go once you do it,” he says. “Seriously, I’m a 
teacher now! Let’s be honest, if I didn’t do the 
upgrading, I wouldn’t be here right now.” 
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