
Dear GCRC Member, 

This year Georgian College and the Georgian College Retirees Club are hosting the Ontario Colleges Retirees' 

Association (OCRA) Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, October 28, 2015 at the Barrie Campus. 

 

OCRA was established in April 2001 to pursue and foster the interests of its retiree members within the Ontar-

io Colleges' system.  Our GCRC is one of a number of local retiree associations that interface with OCRA to 

develop and present a common position on province-wide issues related to pension and health benefits,  and 

government policies and proposals. 

 

At this province-wide AGM on October 28, GCRC members will be joined by retirees from the other Ontario 

colleges for a day of guest speakers and discussion on topics of interest to all.  This event will replace our 

GCRC Fall AGM (which usually occurs around the same time in the Fall).  Plan to attend and support this 

worthwhile meeting. There will be plenty of time for Georgian retirees to socialize with their friends and col-

leagues from our College.   Plus, it will be a great opportunity to connect with similar-minded colleagues 

across the college system on issues of common interest.  The cost for this event is only $10.00 and includes a 

lunch.  Stay tuned for more details that will be sent out regarding the agenda and the roster of guest speakers 

for the OCRA AGM. 

 

On another note, did you know that part of an active and healthy retirement lifestyle is keeping involved?   For 

many of you that might mean focusing on hobbies, connecting with families and friends, or traveling to men-

tion just a few ways.  It's a proven fact that keeping busy and engaged in our retirement years helps keep us 

young both physically and mentally. 

 

One way to continue to keep busy and engaged in our retirement years is to volunteer.  Through our volunteer 

activities, we learn new things and continue to grow and develop.  We meet new people and get a sense of ac-

complishment and purpose through our efforts. 

 

Have you ever considered volunteering? 

 

We need volunteers to keep the Georgian College Retirees Club running.  Quite simply put - the GCRC exists 

because of its volunteers.  Some people are hesitant to volunteer because they worry about the demands such a 

commitment might make on their time.  Or they worry that their talents and skills won't be a good match.  Let 

me assure you that no talent or commitment of time is too small.  Together, we can make a difference. 

 

I encourage you to get more involved with your retiree association.  We need your help.   Email me at  

marshall.barbara.j@gmail.com or call 705-627-5555, or contact any of the GCRC Executive and ask, "What 

can I do to help?"  We would love to hear from you! 

 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Marshall 

President, GCRC 
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Death Notice: Harriet Curran 1964-2015 

Death Notice: Dr. Kathryn Cook, June 2015 

Dr. Kathryn Cook was an early adopter of online internet technologies,  teaching online at Georgian since 

1995. Kathryn, planned to retire on June 30, which makes this news so tragic. Kathryn was a bird lover and 

once drove an injured bird to the rehabilitation centre in Muskoka; she was impressed with their work.  

Michael Wolfe had a long standing career with Georgian College as 

a professor and Dean in the School of Business. He was also award-

ed Professor Emeritus status. He was a founding member of Alpine 

Ski Club in Collingwood, (and had continued to ski into his 70s,) 

and a founding member of the Barrie Community Health Centre.  He 

was married to Jo Wolfe for 52 years. Jo is also a  retiree from Geor-

gian. 

Death Notice: Michael Wolfe, 1938-June 23, 2015 

Harriet was an administrator and faculty member at the college with a 

strong passion for teaching, learning and social justice. She received the 

Board of Governors’ Professor Emerita designation in 2011, was a driving 

force behind the Social Service Worker program, created the Harriet Cur-

ran Award  when she retired and was an incredible ambassador for Geor-

gian.  Harriet made a genuine difference in people’s lives and was an in-

spirational colleague and friend. Donations may be made to the Harriet 

Curran Award at Georgian.  Contact william.squires@georgiancollege.ca, 705-

728-1968 ext 1211). This will carry on Harriet's legacy for helping others. 

Death Notice: Margo Renwick  1954-August 2, 2015 

Margo was a dedicated Georgian College employee for 35 years, retiring in 2010.  While 

working primarily in the Student Services/Student Success departments at both the Orillia 

and Barrie Campuses, Margo was very focused on the support she provided to students and 

staff, and she maintained long-standing relationships with the co-op employers that sup-

ported those students and the College.  In recognition of her outstanding contributions, 

Margo received the Board of Governors’ Award of Excellence.  Convocation was always a 

favourite event for her as she celebrated the success of the students in reaching their aca-

demic goals.  Margo was closely connected to some students and their families on a more 

personal level as she provided student accommodation over the years, and some of these 

relationships continued after the students’ graduation. In her personal life, Margo was a 

devoted and loving daughter, sister, mother, and grandmother. She was a good neighbour, 

strong community supporter, and a caring and loyal friend to many.  
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Professor Emeritus 2015:  Dr. Elizabeth (Liz) Erwin 

Although she retired from Georgian in 2012,  she continues to support our students. Her pas-

sion as a program champion is a large reason why Georgian will launch the first advanced acu-

puncture diploma program in the Ontario Community College system in September. Through-

out her career Liz has exemplified lifelong learning, completing both a Master’s degree and a 

PhD. She’s worked in various roles at the college, sat on many committees and has been an 

active volunteer  in the community. Liz is known for seeing the best in others and inspiring 

others to recognize the best in themselves. ( reprinted from College staff news, May 2015) 

“In my role as Associate Dean I was responsible for the day to day operations of 9 programs 

which included both degree and diploma programs: Nursing, Massage Therapy, Esthetician, 

Primary Care Paramedic and Advanced Care Paramedic, and Personal Support Worker pro-

grams. As well as day to day operations I was also responsible for monitoring curriculum de-

velopment and delivery, hiring and evaluating of non-full time staff, and dealing with student 

appeals and other student and faculty issues. I am now involved in many projects which in-

cludes but is not limited to Inter-professional Education, new program development, simula-

tion learning, budget planning and monitoring, and curriculum review and development. Be-

cause of my roles in both faculty and management, I am experienced in curriculum develop-

ment and creative approaches to learning. I have a passion for student engagement and teacher

-student relationships as it relates to the learning journey.  My PhD was in Higher Education 

with an emphasis on anti racist pedagogy. My PhD thesis was on the Experiences of Aborigi-

nal Students in a Community College Setting.” From LinkedIn 

Board of Governors’ Vice President Emeritus Award 2015: 

Brandon Lander  

Brandon Lander is widely respected for his contributions to 

Georgian, the community and the college system. His career 

spanned 30 years and he moved quickly into the Vice President, 

where he was a critical part of the senior leadership team for 

over two decades. Not only was he a leader within the college, 

he sat on several community boards and played a key role as a 

leader within the college sector. As a result of his professional-

ism and expertise, he has been invited back to assist Colleges 

Ontario with its work regarding financial funding formulae and 

to provide new board members from across the province with 

training. ( reprinted from college staff news May 2015). 



2014/2015  GCRC Executive: 

President: Barbara Marshall                               marshall.barbara.j@gmail.com  

Treasurer/Membership: Susan Cornell              scornell7554@gmail.com  

Communication: Cathy Volpé                              cvolpetourism@gmail.com 

Web site: Cheryl Nor ton                                        cherylnorton17@gmail.com 

Social:      Cheryl Lawson                                      cheryllawson910@gmail.com           
705-728 9786    

Upcoming Events: Save the date: The GCRC AGM will be combined 

with OCRA ( Ontario Colleges Retirees Association)  on Oct 28th, 2015 

Benefits from Georgian for alumni and retirees 

www.georgiancollege.ca/community-alumni/alumni/alumni-perks/ 

 Toronto Argonauts  35 % off         

 Toronto Raptors  35% off 

 Scandinave Spa  20% off 

 Canada’s Wonderland  35 % off 

 Wild Water Kingdom  30% off 

 Santa’s Village 25% off 

 Great Wolf Lodge Corporate price 

 Royal Ontario Museum  30% off 

 Ontario Science Centre  

 Hardwood ski and Bike  $20 discount 

 Choice Hotels Corporate Rates 

 Holiday Inn Barrie– 25 % off 

 GP masonry and landscaping, trade 

prices 

 Johnson Inc. Preferred rates 

 CAA $ 20 off membership 

 www.campusdiscount.com/asso   for 

discount magazine 
 Dell computers discount 

 Soft Moc  

Renew your parking pass and get a new card:  

Old cards are being replaced and will expire. 
Cards are the be renewed every 2 years. 
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Volunteers needed September 8th for orientation at Georgian. 8:30 am- 3 pm. Staff an Ask Me table, etc. Con-

tact Becca Allen . 

Becca.allan@georgiancollege.ca    705 728 1968 ext 1848  

The GCRC executive would like to thank Robert Wong for his efforts as the 
Membership Director for the last three years. Rob was instrumental in set-
ting up the membership data base for the GCRC. Thank you, Robert. We are 
pleased to announce Susan Cornell has taken on the role of Membership Di-
rector along with her current role as treasurer.   Please send your member-
ship forms to Susan Cornell:  3 Forest Dale Dr. Barrie, ON  L4M6M5 

http://www.campusdiscount.com/asso


Photos  of  President’s retirees luncheon in June, 2015 

Arlene Stone and Cheryl Norton Bimla Dwyer  Betty Paisley  Mike Troyan 

Frank Best and Brian Tamblyn 

George Fuller and John Jacquemain 

Jackie Smet and Jessie Smith Sue Barker and Monika Tricket 



John Mcquay and Norm Hannon 

Sandy Eaton, Ann McCullough, Linda Jamison and  Jackie Smet 

Louise Alphonse and Lorraine St.Denis 

Bimla Dwyer, Leslie Milson-Taylor and Doris Spain 

GCRC cheque presenta-

tion ,for students in need,, 

to Georgian President: 

MaryLynn West– Moynes 

by Cheryl Norton  


